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comparison of facts and reasonings, to form a true
judgment on that difficult and complicated system
of politics, revenue, and commerce, whilst affairs were
only in their progress to that state which produced
the present inquiries. Therefore, whilst the causes
of their ruin were in the height of their operation,
both the Company and the natives were understood
by the public as in circumstances the most assured
and most flourishing; insomuch that, whenever the
affairs of India were brought before Parliament, as
they were two or three times during that period, the
only subject-matter of discussion anywise important
was concerning the sums which might be taken out
of the Company's surplus profits for the advantage of
the state. Little was thought of but the disengage-
ment of the Company from their debts in England,
and to prevent the servants abroad from drawing
upon them, so as that body might be enabled, with-
out exciting clamors here, to afford the contribution
that was demanded. All descriptions of persons, ei-
ther here or in India, looking solely to appearances
at home, the reputation of the Directors depended
on the keeping the Company's sales in a situation to
support the dividend, that of the ministers depended
on the most lucrative bargains for the Exchequer, and
that of the servants abroad on the largest invest-
ments ; until at length there is great reason to appre-
hend, that, unless some very substantial reform takes
place in the management of the Company's affairs,
nothing will be left for investment, for dividend, or
for bargain, and India, instead of- a resource to the
public, may itself come, in no great length of time,
to be reckoned amongst the public burdens.
In this manner the inspection of the ministers of